
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

   DAILY
INFORMATION

www.dailyinfo.co.uk
Issue No. 7279    

Queries 553377 (Mon-Fri 9-5)/423403
Adverts 554444 or via our website: 
http://www.dailyinfo.co.uk
Snail mail: 10 Kingston Road, Oxford OX2 6EF
Email: dailyinfo@dailyinfo.co.uk
Fax 559298
Words@30p (min 10), display@£8/cm (min 3), 
all + VAT

               Next issue:  Fri 7th June
Deadline: 10am, Thurs 6th  June

THURSDAY 6th JUNE    7TH   WEEK

Oxford’s
Displayed at over 500 points from the station to Headington and Folly Bridge to Summertown - all colleges, departments and language schools.

PUT YOUR EVENT 
ON OUR WEBSITE!

GIGS, MEETINGS AND UNIVER-
SITY SPORTS EVENTS CAN BE 
ADDED,  FROM YOUR OWN 

COMPUTER, BY FILLING IN THE 
FORM AT THE BOTTOM OF THE 

RELEVANT PAGE OF 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

FULL LISTINGS OF ALL ADVERTS 
RECEIVED WITHIN THE PREVIOUS 

7 DAYS OCCUR ON 

TUESDAYS:
ACCOMMODATION

SALES & WANTED

WEDNESDAYS:
JOBS OFFERED &

JOBS WANTED 

THURSDAYS: 

PROFESSIONAL THERAPEUTIC 
MASSAGE & Aromatherapy for 
emotional / physical pain 
and study stress. Student dis-
counts available. Tel Body-
Beat: 01865 316810 

COMPLEMENTARY 
THERAPIES

GIGS / CLUB NIGHTS
KARL DEMATA / Blues / 11pm-2am / Freud’s, Walton 
Street; Tel: 311171

SKINDRED AND SUPPORTS / £6/ £7 / Doors: 7pm / 
The Zodiac, 190 Cowley Road; Tel: 420042

BY JOVI! / Bon Jovi tribute / 9pm-2am / Backroom @ 
The Bully, 162 Cowley Road; Tel: 244516

MCCLUSKY AND THE LIARS / High powered US 
rock n roll. £5 adv / 7pm / The Zodiac, 190 Cowley 
Road; Tel: 420042

DO YOU KNOW ABOUT 
THE DAIILY INFO 

‘PIN-UP’?

- OUR FREE WEEKLY GUIDE 
TO WHAT’S ON IN OXFORD: 

CINEMA, THEATRE, 
GIGS, CONCERTS, 

LECTURES AND MEETINGS. 

PRINTS OUT AS ONE SIDE OF A4. 

EMAIL YOUR WEB ADDRESS TO 
dailyinfo@dailyinfo.co.uk

 we do large 
posters

A2 (the size of this sheet) 
-A0 (4 x this sheet!)

WE HAVE DONE 
- FILM PROMOTION FOR PHOENIX CINEMA
- PAUL MCCARTNEY FOR A CONCERT
- VENUE OPENING FOR ‘UNDER THE MOON’
- LATIN NIGHT FOR EUROBARS
- SPONSOR LIST FOR SOMERVILLE BALL
- DETAILED WALL POSTERS FOR 
  MANAGEMENT TRAINING COURSES

WE HAVEN’T YET DONE
- YOU - LIFESIZE!
- BARONESS THATCHER, SIDE VIEW
- ENORMOUS MAPS
- FLIP CHARTS
- CONFERENCE DIRECTIONS

WHAT CAN WE DO FOR YOU?
4 FOR £10 plus VAT (SAME ORIGINAL)
‘DAILY INFORMATION’ COLOURS

TEL: 553377 OR EMAIL 
dailyinfo@dailyinfo.co.uk

Lebanese Restaurant
AL-SALAM

6 Park End Street, Oxford  OX1 1HH
Telephone 01865 245710

Good Food, Good Atmosphere, Open EVERY day!

OPEN
9am-9pm

Daily
News Cafe, 1 Ship Street, 

Oxford.   Tel: 242317

STANDARD  TANDOORI
INDIAN RESTAURANT & TAKEAWAY
OPEN 12.00-2.30, 6.00-11.30 7 DAYS

-- Opposite the Phoenix Cinema --
117 Walton St, Oxford, OX2 6AJ. tel. 553557

Excellent cuisine at reasonable prices

FOOD 

SECOND HAND APPLE Macs www.macfaction.co.uk or 
call 01865 764091 

OXFORD MACINTOSH SOLUTIONS Ltd for all your 
Apple Macintosh Sales Services and Support. 0871 
7170000  www.oxmacsolutions.co.uk

COMPUTERS FOR  
SALE/HELP

Until Thurs 6th June
Pegasus Theatre 722851

PILLARS OF THE COMMUNITY     Tue 4  - Sat 8 June 
Daily: 8pm 

Oxford School of Drama present Ibsen

Burton Taylor Theatre 305350
STRONGER - ‘BATTLES OF WILL’    Tue 4 - Sat 8 June 

Daily: 8pm 
Studies of the power of personality £6/£5concs

Oxford Playhouse 305305 
HINTERLAND Tue 4 June - Sat 8 June

Daily: 7.30pm (Fri: 8pm) 
Sat mat: 2.30 (audio described) 

Notorious political career of Johnny Silvester, £6.50 
(concs)-£19.50.  See review to right.

Old Fire Station Theatre 297170
INTO THE WOODS      Tue 4 - Sat 8 June 

Daily: 7.30pm Sat: 2.30, 7.30 
Fairy tales become musical.  See review to right.

Apollo Theatre 0870 6063500
ABBAMANIA Thu  6 June: 7.30pm 
A Concert celebrating 25 years of ‘golden’ hits/ £16 
(concs avail)

THEATRE

CINEMA
Until Thurs 6th June

Ultimate Picture Palace        245288
GOSFORD PARK (15)  Daily: 7.30 
Altman’s Upstairs, Downstairs
FROM HELL (18) Daily: 9.30
Hughes brothers take on Ripper story

Phoenix Picture House         512526
GOSFORD PARK       Thurs 12.40, 5.00 
Altman’s Upstairs, Downstairs
NO MAN’S LAND (15)  Daily: 3.10, 7.40 , 9.30 
Oscar winner set in Yugoslavian war
SEX AND LUCIA (18)      Daily: 1.40,  4.00, 6.30 , 9.00
Spanish lady looks at her ‘relationships’
MODESTY BLAISE (15) Thu : 11.30pm 
Outrageously stylish and deliriously pyschedelic
VANILLA SKY (15) Thu : 11.30pm 
Cruise meets Cruz

Odeon George Street   0870 5050007
ABOUT A BOY (12)          Daily: 12.30, 3.30, 6.15, 8.45 
Kid teaches Hugh Grant to grow up.
STAR WARS EPISODE II: ATTACK OF THE CLONES (PG)      

Daily: 10.00, 1.15, 4.45, 8.15 
Send them in
THE PANIC ROOM (15)     Daily: 2.45, 5.45, 8.30
Claustrophobic thriller 
ICE AGE (U) Daily: 12.00 
Furry adventure animation
SNOW DOGS (PG)          Daily: 12.00, 3.00, 6.00, 9.00
Arctic dog race silliness
THUNDERPANTS (PG) Daily: 10.30, 12.30, 3.15 
11 yr old with ‘ special abilities’ 
THE TIME MACHINE (PG, not suit. for under 8s)     

W/A Daily: 10.15, 12.45, 3.45, 6.30, 9.15 
Based on Wells’ time travelling sci-fi  novel.
BEND IT LIKE BECKHAM (12)  Daily: 5.30, 8.45 
Feel-good footy fun
UNFAITHFUL (15) Thu : 5.30, 8.30 
Marriage. Affair. More glossy than most.

Odeon Magdalen St. 0870 5050007
STAR WARS EPISODE II: 
ATTACK OF THE CLONES (PG) W/A    
                            Daily: 10.45, 2.00, 5.45, 9.15 
Aargh! There’s loads of them! They’re all the same!
NOT ANOTHER TEEN MOVIE (15) 

Daily: 12.00, 2.30, 5.00, 7.30, 10.00 
-Apparently

W/A: Wheelchair Access

BIG OR SMALL we ship it all. 50% discount on pack-
aging materials to all students who ship with us, 
free pick up in Oxford. Mail Boxes etc. Summertown 
01865 514655, Headington 01865 

VANOLOGY REMOVAL SERVICE. Reasonable rates. 
Local and long distance. Reliable. 
Phone / fax John 
01865-243609y@go.com

MOVING? THE OXFORD CARRIAGE 
COMPANY has the answer to all your removal 
needs. Please ask about vacation storage! Tel: 
01865 891408 

 SERVICES OFFERED

EVER BEEN TOLD YOU TALK 
TOO MUCH?

We pay good money for your skills! We are looking 
for enthusiastic people for telephone interview-
ing in all European languages and URGENTLY in 

English and German.
NO SELLING - TRAINING GIVEN 

FLEXIBLE HOURS: 8 am - 5.30 pm 
(MINIMUM 15 HOURS PER WEEK) 

£6.50-£7.50 AN HOUR - TEMP. OR PERM
INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENT 

CALL MARLIES ON 01869 363703 
TO FIND OUT MORE OR EMAIL: 

recruitment@advanced-alchemy.com
www.advanced-alchemy.com

  JOBS OFFERED          
GOOD, RELIABLE CLEANER. 2x3 hours weekly. 
£18/session. 553377 johnrose@dailyinfo.co.uk

HOBGOBLIN ST ALDATE’s seeks summer bar staff 
(mid June to September). Contact Pam: 250201 

EFL TEACHERS REQUIRED for teenage and/or 
adult summer classes at Oxford Scholars. Imme-
diate start. Contact DOS Tony Prince on 01865 
721751/email: oxford.scholars@btinternet.com 

TRAINEE SOFTWARE ENGINEER, Witney, suit new 
or recent graduate with some programming skills. 
See www.datahorizon.net/jobs 

Postman Pat will be appearing (with Jess!) at 
the Apollo Theatre in Oxford on Sunday 16th June.

If you can spot all six differences between the two pictures below, 
email the answers to catherine.goss@clearchannel.co.uk 

(or post to Catherine at the Apollo Theatre, George Street, Oxford OX1 2AG) 
and you could win four free seats to see Pat and Jess 

in their very own own musical show!

WIN FREE THEATRE TICKETS!

21 bikes and accessories 
under ‘Bikes for Sale’

Need a ride? n

MEETINGS / LECTURES
STRUCTURAL UNCERTAINTY AND PORTFOLIO 
STRATEGY / Clarendon Lectures in Finance/ Open to 
public - Free / 5.30pm / Saïd Business School, Park 
End Street

MUSCULAR DYSTROPHY- EVOLUTION OF A CON-
CEPT (BUT WHITHER THE PATIENT?) / Dr David 
Hilton-Jones / 6.00pm / E.P. Abraham Lecture Theatre, 
Green College

WHAT WOMEN SAY: PALESTINIAN WOMEN AND 
THE INTIFAD IN GAZA / Gender in social and cross-
cultural perspective / 2.00 / Library Wing Seminar 
Room, Queen Elizabeth House

‘MORE ATTRACTIVE AND MORE USEFUL?’ / Eng-
lish commercial chart publishing and the coming of 
the Admiralty chart / 5.00pm / School of Geography, 
Mansfi eld Rd

KITE MAKING / Look at kites from around the world 
and make one. Free event for all the family / 1-4pm / 
Pitt Rivers Museum, Parks Road.  Tel: 270927 

‘OXFORD CITY’S PARKS’ (OXFORD CIVIC SOCI-
ETY) / Illustrated talk by Andrew Parsons, Head 
of Parks & Green Spaces, Ox. City Council / 8pm 
(refreshments from 7pm) / Friends’ Meeting House, 43 
St Giles

DEBATE: ‘THIS HOUSE BELIEVES SLEAZE IS THE 
ROOT OF PUBLIC APATHY’ / Robin Aitken, Martin 
Bell, Claire Fox, Nicole Smith. / 8.30pm. Free Pimms 
from 7.45pm (emergency debate 7.45pm) / Oxford 
Union, Frewin Court

BANDS, DISCOS, LIGHTS
DISCOS, KARAOKES AND EQUIPMENT 
HIRE Dave Seamer Entertainments, 
(01865) 240054

DISCO PA & LIGHTING EQUIPMENT to 
hire and sales. 118 Cowley Rd. 01865 
722027. 

BANDS, DISCO, KARAOKE, equipment hire, from 
ODS. 01865 736660

GENTS RACER, RIDGEBACK RAPIDE, 21’’,Shimano 14 
speed,£99 07971412536 
GENTS BIKE £20 07815615914 
RACING BIKE GWO, D-lock included £40 07815615914 
GIANT RACER QUALITY bike, needs attention but works £40 
07815615914 
RALEIGH LADIES RACER. 10spd. £40. 01865 865952 
GIANT HYBRID BIKE, 21Gears, Mudguards As New £100 
01865 865952 
MANS BIKE, 5 speed, barely used. £50 ono. 
e_j_harvey@yahoo.com 
MANS BIKE, 5 speed, hardly used (one ladyrider!). £50 
ono. 
RALEIGH LADIES BIKE. 5spd. rack. back light. £30 
ejmason20@hotmail.com 
LADY’S, 3-GEAR, new tier: J20 a1ox@yahoo.co.uk 
MANS HYBRID RACK and mudguards £40-00, Ian 
01865764092 
LADIES 5 SPEED TOURING cycle rack and mudguards 
£35-00, Ian 01865764092 
MAN’S TOURING CYCLE, rack and mudguards £35-00, Ian 
01865764092 
GENTS TOWN BIKE, 8 months used, 5gears, lock, 45GBP, 
sing1979@hotmail.com 
FOR SALE RALEIGH (FOR 6-9 year-old boy) £15.00 
TelOx513057, cstreadwell@hotmail.com 
GIANT RACER, SPROCKET worn out otherwise A1, 50GBP 
07815615914 supadom@yahoo.co.uk 
BROOKLYN MENS HYBRID, 18spd good condition £45 
01865 204799 
MAGNA GENTS MTB good condition £45 01865 204799 
ASTRA 3 SPEED folding bike good condition £40 01865 
204799 
RALEIGH LADIES TOWN bike. rack £35 204799 
RALEIGH SUPERBE 3SPD rack, lights etc VGC 
£95 204799 

WANTED LADIES BIKE with basket,locks and 
lights.Monica07990520716 
WANTED LADIES BIKE with basket(s) lock and lights prefer-
able borymchuk@yahoo.co.uk 
LADIES BIKE WANTED with lock, good condition 
olga.pekushkina@linacre.ox.ac.uk 

21 BIKES FOR SALE      

3 BIKES WANTED     m

PROTON GL 1992,MOT March 2003,tax,white,100.000 
miles,£380 ono, 07748053502 
ASTRA VAN H reg, Tax/Tested £900ono 07766464437 
WOMEN’S MOTORBIKE JACKET small ~new FrankThomas 
weatherproof £35 tamannin@yahoo.com 
2 OPENFACE HELMETS. medium. as new one visor. £25 
each kelston@aurelia.demon.co.uk 
BONNEVILLE V REG. Offers over £2000 
preston@maths.ox.ac.uk (01865 273546 10-4) 
ROVER 216SI, 97(P), 47k, Excellent Condition, MOT, War-
ranty, £4500, 07799145193 
CITREON BX FREG, Reliable, Ideal first car, £150, Bargain. 
07748653332 
AUDI 80 SALOON, auto, 1.8, 1989/G, £850: 01865 374027 
 

  9 CARS & ACCESSORIES 
FOR SALE     

  1 CARS WANTED   
CITROEN DIANE REQUIRED. Ring 01865 761429

COOL MP3, AUDIO and other stuff:     
www.it-manager.co.uk/forsale 

SMALL FRIDGE-FREEZER,as new,£100 eleni.ramphou@st-
hughs.ox.ac.uk 
SOFA, LARGE 2SEATER, mid blue pattern, Ok Condition, £25 
07971412536 
BED, SINGLE DIVAN and mattress. VGC. Need Space £25 
07971412536 
JIGSAW RED DEVIL gwo £10 07815615914 
B&D CORDED DRILL v.g.cond, case £20 07815615914 
ZANUSSI FRIDGE-FREEZER, good condition, 58’’x22’’x22, 
£20, 01865-724850 
ARMCHAIR - LIGHT BROWN colour, firm and upright. £5 
01865-724850 
HOUSE RABBIT FREE, includes hutch etc. Tel 01865 
433428 
MINI 4-STAR deepfreeze, 2ft tall, £15 delivered. 
adamwhybrew@yahoo.co.uk 
4 DINING CHAIRS: dark wood, upholstered £20 
opereptch@hotmail.com 
COOKWARE-- FRYING PAN, knife, cutlery, plates, glasses, 
tupperware; #15; megsiup@hotmail.com 
MOBILE--VODAFONE/ALCATEL, recently reconditioned; 
charger, manuals, number. 50 pounds. 
megsiup@hotmail.com 
HOUSE ITEMS FOR sale: HURRY!! see www.momics.net/
forsale.htm 
HEWLETT PACKARD PHOTOSMART 215 Digital Camera. 
Used once. £75. tpsneddon@hotmail.com 
ROWING MACHINE. WILL deliver in Oxford area. £499. 
01865-271348. 
WOMEN’S MOTORBIKE JACKET small smart ~new Frank-
Thomas weatherproof £35 tamannin@yahoo.com 
2 BOYS BICYCLES. 5-8 & 8-12 £25 each. 
Kelston@aurelia.demon.co.uk 
TV 3-MONTHS old, 24-inch, remote control, teletext, beauti-
ful!!, £115 perez@atm.ox.ac.uk 
FREEZER FOR SALE, 3ft tall, £10 ono (01865)245271 (eve-
nings) 
CIGARETTES FOR SALE: Carton of Camel £17 
operepetch@hotmail.com 
DIGITAL CAMERA ON sale more details to www.no-xl.com/
panasonic.htm 
KING SIZE DUVET - £25.00, TelOx513057, 
cstreadwell@hotmail.com 
DECK CHAIRS, 4 for £15.00, TelOx513057, 
cstreadwell@hotmail.com 
HI FI UNIT, Sony MHC 500 £30.00 TelOx513057, 
cstreadwell@hotmail.com 
RALEIGH BIKE (FOR 6-9 year-old boy) £15.00 TelOx513057, 
cstreadwell@hotmail.com 
LAWNMOWER, QUALCAST HOVERLITE £30.00 TelOx513057, 
cstreadwell@hotmail.com 
DESK WITH THREE drawers (47w x 19d x 
28h)£15onoTelOx513057, cstreadwell@hotmail.com 
HEXAGONAL PLAYPEN PADDED floor almost new £40 
operepetch@hotmail.com 
ITV DIGITAL SET-TOP BOX 2 Y.GAR £55 minjas@hotmail.com 
07766041015 
SLIM DISHWASHER INDESIT VERY good condition £160 
operepetch@hotmail.com 
KODAK DC3200 DIGITAL CAMERA, case, batteries, charger, 
8mbcard £90 ben.fitzsimmons@seh.ox.ac.uk 
VACUUM CLEANER MIELE S 251I £30.00. TelOx513057, 
cstreadwell@hotmail.com 
HIGH/LOW CHAIR, Mothercare £15.00 TelOx513057, 
cstreadwell@hotmail.com 
DVD MOVIES FOR sale, from £5. 
clear_out_02@hotmail.com 
PHILIPS STEREO, 3 cd changer, starting price £120. 
clear_out_02@hotmail.com 
ALTOSAXOPHONE YAMAHA 25, two years old excellent con-
dition £525 tel:376326 
BATTERY CHARGER & D TYPE batteries. offers? 01865 
429712 
KETTLE £5 AND PHONE/answering machine £10 
ph:07989382370 
CHEST OF DRAWERS, wooden (3 drawers), £5, 
01865-724850 
LARGE DOUBLE WARDROBE, wooden, 18’’x72’’x48’’, £10, 
01865-724850 
FRIDGE-FREEZER, £45, V.GOOD CONDITION, TEL:450306 
BA GOWN LOVELY shade of black free MBoard £10 
nicholas_j_gardiner@hotmail.com 
PLANE TICKET - MADRID £120 CONTACT 
ALEXANGENAULT@hotmail.com ASAP 
ITV DIGITAL SET-TOP BOX 2 Y.GAR £55 minjas@hotmail.com 
07766041015 
MORTAR BOARD SIZE 7 vgc £5 01865 451235 
PIONEER SEPARATES MULTI cd Player vgc £55ono 01865 
451235 headwiguk@yahoo.com 
SOFABED, NEARLY-NEW, attractive terracota-colour double, 
£65, 01865204933. 

47 ITEMS FOR SALE

FRIENDLY, ORGANISED PHD student (37) seeks 
temp admin job, mid June - mid September 
in academic/creative environment. Business 
experience/databases/Word etc. 
lee@lronald.freeserve.co.uk

  JOBS WANTED      

WANTED KAYAK AND PADDLE 
karenmatthewman@hotmail.com 
WANTED DOUBLE MATTRESS. Can collect. 
joelpatrick76@netscape.net 01367 242673 
OFFICE DESK: SUITABLE for home use. 01865 426178 CAN 
COLLECT 
ONE BUNK BED urgently wanted! vivianjxc@hotmail.com 
SMALL FREEZER, MICROWAVE wanted, good condition, 
name price, topchick161@msn.com 
MULTI-LANGUAGE VERSION windows2000 to install rus-
sian support. vica@oxshops.co.uk 
PARTY GAZEBO WANTED, large 4m x 9m tel 376326 
WANTED 2 KAYAK PADDLES kellynewton@yahoo.com 

9 ITEMS WANTED

Into The Woods 
(Dir. Rebecca Smith & Amyas Merivale) - 
OFS, 4-8th June

The sharpest line of Into The Woods has one of several Prince 
Charmings wandering the stage pointing out to the wife he’s cheated 
on - this happens to be Cinderella, of which more later - he’s there 
to be ‘charming, not sincere’. The same potentially goes for this pro-
duction, which does everything it needs to in being theatrically irre-
sistible: impeccably sung (quite a rarity), choreographed to perfection and charming 
out all the rich reference-laden textures of the tales its typically intelligent (no one but 
Sondheim) plot is built on.  But it is self-consciously coy of fleshing out the suggestive-
ness inherent in the perversion of storybook expectation.

Into The Woods is a show of two halves: the first sees a baker (David Botham, win-
ning as ever) and his childless wife (a beautifully selfish Chantelle Staynings) sent on 
a quest to recover Cinderella’s slipper, Little Red Riding Hood’s cape, Jack’s cow and 
a strand of Rapunzel’s hair, all to lift a Witch’s curse; the second half is far more con-
ceptually ambitious, as the wife of the giant Jack (Jack White, magnetically delightful) 
killed in the process demands a sacrificial victim: the hunt for a scapegoat is rarely a 
pretty one.

There are gratifyingly intelligent performances to go with some terrific voices: Lily 
Kennett’s Cinderella, Amy Matthews’ witch, Ben Levine’s wolf being the highlights. My-
Hang Doan’s violin stands out, a credit to the music’s being more than a second skin 
to the stage: it is that too, but never imbalanced. The strengths and weaknesses of a 
largely unchanged cast and crew - that of last term’s Company - are familiar: little con-
ceptual boldness in the staging, but a definite genius in the sheer quality of musicality 
- and plastic cows, too: the arrival of a new, decidedly furry, Milky White cow to com-
pensate for the death of the (deeply affecting) cardboard cut-out which is the original 
object of Jack’s worship is emblematic of that ability to charm the critical faculties off 
any audience willing to be seduced.

This is seriously shrewd pantomime for grown-ups; it could, but need not, pretend to 
be something more. Into The Woods has moral weight - as a critique of individualism, 
whichever brand of it may happen to be under Sondheim’s microscope - and moral 
symbolism: the giant demanding her pound of Jack’s flesh is the hypostasis of any 
and every indefinite threat - nuclear, environmental, medical - that makes collective 
organization appear a necessary good. Sondheim and Lapine transcend lower musical 
fare precisely because the tale is instrumental to the imagination its audience brings 
to it: a little more help, through a little less self-parody, might not go amiss.

Jasper Milvain 04.06.02

VISITING PROFESSOR SEEKS 1 bedroom accom-
modation for October and November. privacy 
and quiet essential. excellent references. Can 
view in early July. Tel (001)413 534 1093 
jbrownlo@mtholyoke.edu 

ACCOMMODATION 
WANTED

QUIET FURNISHED ROOM with view of woods in 
family house, bathroom with shower, parking. £75 
a week inc, n/s. For a female, postgrad or profes-
sional. 20 mins city centre. Available June. phone 
Carol 01865 739622. 

ROOM TO LET

Hinterland by Sebastian Barry  
(Royal National Theatre, Abbey Theatre,
Dublin and Out of Joint)
Oxford Playhouse June 4th - 8th 

Principally “Hinterland” is about the role of power and how it may destroy of 
the people around it.  However, given time to digest the full content of the play, 
many layers emerge from Barry’s brilliant play.  The playwright, now 47, grew 
up in an environment where political figures were frequently revealed to have 
betrayed their public.  This experience provided Barry with the basis of the plot; 
a statesman and father finds himself revisited by a dubious past.  As with Barry’s 
earlier plays (“Our Lady of Sligo” and “The Steward of Christendom” there is a 
fusion of the public and the private.  In “Hinterland” Barry explores his relation-
ship with his father at the same time as examining the political career of a fic-
tional character, Johnny Silvester, who exhibits striking similarities to the former 
Irish Taioseach (or Prime Minister) Charles Haughey.  In order to convey recent 
history, Barry mixes bedroom farce and drama.  The playwright places humour 
next to sadness in one situation in particular; when a suicide attempt turns out 
to be something entirely different.

Barry is a published poet and the language used throughout the play is lyrical 
and elegant.  Dearbhla Molloy who plays Silvester’s long suffering wife, Daisy 
has a beautiful melody to her speaking voice and describes their marital dete-
rioration sensitively with lines such as “rumours coming under the door like 
winter” and “I’m sick of being a passenger on your leaky old boat”.  Conversely, 
Molloy is explosive when referring to Connie, the woman Silvester had an affair 
with for 15 years, forcing out such lines as “she took all my holidays from me” 
with the power of a cruise missile.

Patrick Malahide, whose previous work includes “Billy Elliot” and “Middle-
march”, portrays the Irish statesman, Silvester, to perfection.  He embraces Irish 
culture 100% in his performance, complete with Irish folk songs, a dry humour, 
a burst of Irish folk dancing and swearing like a trouper.  Perhaps the ultimate 
expression of Irish identity is expressed by Malahide’s character at the end of 
the play, when the beleaguered Silvester builds a barricade to face his enemies, 
even when the chance of victory is slim.

For me, the essence of “Hinterland” comes early in the second act when a stu-
dent arrives to interview Silvester for her undergraduate term paper.  Lucianne 
McEvoy who plays the character Aisling, loses her “little girl lost” routine 
midway in the interview when she can see it cuts no ice with Silvester.  Aisling 
asks him straight out, “Where are the good men?”  Whilst I have sympathy for 
Silvester, who is left with his loneliness, tribunals and ill health, Aisling’s ques-
tion is one many of us still ask of the political world. Such a strong all round 
performance is testament to the awesome directional skills of Max Stafford-
Clark. For two hours of theatre that you will never forget, choose “Hinterland”.

by Lita Doolan 04.06.02


